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Free software in french public administration

● Free software as open data

● Free software and public algorithms

● Free software as technical leverage

● Free software to foster our attractivity



Free software as open data

● 2016 : French law for a Digital Republic

● Software developed and/or funded by public agencies are 
public documents

● Etalab/DINSIC helps public agencies releasing their source 
code (on github.com, gitlab.com or other forges)

● beta.gouv.fr and Public interest entrepreneurs do already 
« code in the open »

https://www.etalab.gouv.fr/
https://www.numerique.gouv.fr/
https://beta.gouv.fr/
https://entrepreneur-interet-general.etalab.gouv.fr/


Free software and public algorithms

● Explaining algorithms is a challenge

● Both technical and non-technical

● Releasing source code is just one step

● Etalab maintains a guide together with a 
a list of public algorithms

https://etalab.github.io/algorithmes-publics/
https://github.com/etalab/algorithmes-publics/blob/master/liste.org


Free software as technical leverage

● Building a catalog of recommended free softwares 
for public agencies (work in progress)

● Building a search engine for existing repositories 
published by the administration (work in progress)

Mutualisation is always a challenge and does not 
happen by chance

https://disic.github.io/sill/index.html
https://github.com/AntoineAugusti/api-codes-sources-fr


Free software to foster our attractivity

● 2018 : DINSIC released the open source contribution 
policy of the public sector

● Public servants can contribute to the open source 
ecosystem without asking for permission

● Public sector incubators (à la beta.gouv.fr) are ahead 
when it comes to using/publishing open source

● #bluehats : hackers for public interest



Free software as bridges with citizens

● Collaboration with local free software non-
profits to help local public agencies adopting 
publicly funded free softwares

● Encouraging direct contributions from citizens
● Developing publicly supported free softwares 

as digital commons ?



Some figures

● 75 public sector startups and growing
● 71 public interest entrepreneurs mentored by 

45 civil servants, and growing
● +160 free softwares referenced in the SILL
● +2000 repositories published by public 

agencies











































What’s next ?



https://frama.link/gazette-bluehats

https://frama.link/gazette-bluehats




What can the public sector bring 
to open source ?



Open source and diversity







Open source and sustainability



 New open source challenges

● Mitigate new enclosures ?
● Mitigate funding risks ?
● Mitigate security risks ?
● Rely more on the local market ?
● More bridges and more public commons ?



IT in the public sector challenges 
two fundamental principles

● Continuity : based on control, sustainability and 
independance of our IT infrastructure

● Equality : based on neutrality and transparency



Free software in the public sector is key

● Gives us more control and independance, 
strenghthens our inner culture of sustainability

● Lays the ground for public accountability 
wherever software is part our public service



https://numerique.gouv.fr
https://etalab.gouv.fr

@_DINSIC
@Etalab

@betagouv

opensource@data.gouv.fr
bluehats@etalab.gouv.fr

https://numerique.gouv.fr/
https://etalab.gouv.fr/
mailto:opensource@data.gouv.fr
mailto:bluehats@etalab.gouv.fr


Thanks !

@bzg2

bastien.guerry@data.gouv.fr
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